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Barong is concentrated in his beard, a tuft of human hair deco-
rated with flowers. The Barong is animated by two specially
trained men who form the front and hind quarters of the animal,
the man in front operating the mask with his hands.

In Pemetjutan the Barong play began with a performance of
d/aufc, a group of boys wearing grinning white masks, who danced
to the delicate tunes of a legong orchestra called in this case
bebarongan. After the dance the two Barong performers went
under the costume that lay inanimate on two poles, the mask
covered by a white cloth. Like a circus prop-horse, the Barong
danced, wiggling his hind quarters, lying down, contracting and
expanding like an accordion, snapping his jaws, and in general
behaving in a comic, rather undignified manner for his awesome
character. After his gay outburst of animal spirits, he began a
long dance, staring around as if astounded by magic visions that
filled the air. He was constantly on the alert for invisible enemies,
growing more and more alarmed, clicking his teeth like casta-
nets as the tempo of the music increased. Firecrackers began to
explode at the far end of the arena, startling the Barong, and
when the smoke cleared, the figure of Rangda appeared, yelling
curses at the Barong, who appeared humiliated by her insults.
But eventually he reacted and they rushed at each other, fight-
ing and rolling on the ground until the Barong was made to
bite the dust.

In the meantime a group of half-naked men sitting on a mat
went into a trance. They were the assistants of the Barong
against Rangda. A priest consecrated some water by dipping the
Barong* s beard into it, and sprinkled the men, who shook all
over as if in an epileptic fit. With their eyes glued on the
Rangda, they got up, drawing their krisses, advancing like fidgety
automatons towards the witch, who awaited them ready with
her white cloth, her weapon, ready in her raised hand. Suddenly
she ran after them, but just then one of the priests on watch
noticed something unusual in her behaviour and passed the
word that she was out of control. She was caught by a group